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	Listening round the bands, it becomes very evident that there are large numbers of irascible old gentlemen out there venting their ire on the hapless young. These cantankerous old geezers comprise what is probably the worlds largest Amateur Radio Society, although the vast majority of its membership is blissfully unaware of its existence. (This is a characteristic it shares with its companion organisation the BOFARS or Boring Old Farts ………….)


	 COuGARS  ( Cantankerous Oul’ Gits Amateur Radio Society),started out of a couple of pub lunches enjoyed by GI8AYZ and GI6ECV in autumn 1992. Both of these rapscallions being well qualified by age and thrawnness, when joined a month or two later by GI4RXP it became obvious that it was high time there was some formal organisation. 


	Subsequent to the untimely death of GI4RXP, selected individuals who were, in the opinion of the surviving founders, superbly well qualified on either or preferably both counts received  invitations to join  the monthly luncheon meetings and the acronym ‘COuGARS’* was coined by GI8AYZ who has a thick skin and chronic paronomasia. (Look it up!) 


	Membership of this Founding Chapter is strictly limited to nine, with at least one of them either ill or unable to attend, thus ensuring that the party is never so large that the proceedings break up into separate disputes. 	With eight or fewer members everybody can participate in at least three arguments simultaneously without being able to comprehend any of them properly, and besides, even the largest pub tables cannot  really cope with more than eight pints, four battered cod, three steak-and-Guinness pies, one bookmakers sandwich, and chips with everything.


		It is recommended that any new Chapter adopts the same rule, and also the practice of meeting in different premises every month. This saves having to make apologies the next time.


		A suitable QSL card which does not give the originating stations callsign but indicates that -  “during your QSO with ….. on …… (date, time and band info)….. our monitoring team found that you were a fit and proper person to be a member of the above Society “- is in course of preparation.


	Receipt of one of those should be good to provoke an outburst or two!








			


   *cf ‘Cougarnet’, a secure speech radio system used by the military and  of surpassingly awful speech quality. Not much admired by its critics - or users.                                                                                                                                  


